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We are writing to express our concerns about some of the proposed land development 

in Kirkby Lonsdale. In general, significant development would substantially change 

the nature of Kirkby Lonsdale as a small market town. Tourism is a major source of 

income for the town; the larger the town becomes with both residential and industrial 

development the less desirable it will become as a tourist destination.  Parking is 

already an issue in the town and increased volumes of traffic would only make this 

more difficult. Additionally, there are certain roads in town which are quite dangerous 

in terms of their narrowness. Traffic, particularly at the beginning and end of the 

school day, is a hazard for pupils arriving and leaving both the primary and secondary 

schools. An increased volume of traffic would increase these hazard 

 

If development must go ahead then please take into account the following points: 

 

• RN206 (school field adjacent to Harling Bank, opposite existing houses). We 

feel that this site should not be developed as it is currently a school sports 

field and recent government policy has been that sport’s fields should not be 

developed as facilities for young people are vital to encourage healthy 

lifestyles. 

• MN24  as above, is existing school land and should be left for use by young 

people who attend the school. 

• RN206  Access to this site from Harling Bank would be difficult and 

dangerous due to the narrow road which is already congested, particularly at 

the beginning and end of each school day. 

•  R127M Considerations needs to be given both to access to the site and the 

potential blocking of light to properties adjacent to the boundary. 

• RN127M  It is likely that residents on this site would use a vehicle to go into 

town creating even more problems than already exist regarding parking in the 

town. Increased traffic travelling on the narrow Kendal Road to access the 

town centre and Booths would be a further  hazard to pedestrians. 

• R127M  is unsuitable for industrial / employment use as lorries and other extra 

traffic mixing with school traffic on Kendal Road would be a safety issue. 

Industrial use should be concentrated outside town e.g. opposite the existing 

BP station (EN3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preferred sites for development: 



 

• R118  this site has easy access from the A65 and the end of Kendal Road 

adjoining the A65. It is within easy walking distance of the town centre and 

has no immediate impact on existing housing. 

• R679KL  this area lying due south of the A65 by the Booths roundabout in 

Kirkby Lonsdale is the closest area to the town centre that is available for 

development. The roundabout only requires a fourth exit to give access to the 

site. A pelican crossing by the roundabout, where traffic has to slow down 

anyway, will make a safe crossing.  People will walk into town from here. 

Building work will not affect present residents as the site lies opposite the 

doctor’s surgery, Booths and car parks. The A65 has houses on both sides in 

Cowan Bridge and Ingleton so there is a precedent. With direct access to the 

A65, the extra traffic generated by the new development will have no adverse 

effect on traffic within the town centre or around the schools, in contrast to 

other suggested developments for Kirkby Lonsdale. 

• R640  this site has access from the roundabout next to Booth’s, it continues a 

line of building along the A65 without having any immediate impact on 

existing houses. It would be an ideal site for housing development or 

employment. 

 

 

We very much hope that the views of existing residents will be considered seriously. 

There are very big concerns that the nature of the town will be changed substantially 

if some of  the proposed developments go ahead and about the dangers of increased 

volumes of traffic in the town. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Jez and Kate Maddock 


