Development Plans Manager
South Lakeland District Council,
South Lakeland House

Lowther Street

Kendal
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Date: 5 July 2017
Our ref: 04051/18/NT/BOD/14372072v1
Your ref:

Dear Sir/ Madam

South Lakeland District Council: Local Plan — Draft Development Management
Policies Consultation

On behalf of our client, Bourne Leisure Ltd., please find below representations on South Lakeland District
Council’s Local Plan Draft Development Management Policies Consultation document, published for
comment until 17t July 2017. We have previously made representations for Bourne Leisure Ltd. on this
emerging development plan document and now make further comment in respect of the expanded policy
“DM18 Tourist accommodation - caravans, chalets, log cabins, camping and new purpose built self-catering
accommodation (ocutside the Arnside and Silverdale AONB)”,

By way of background to these representations, Bourne Leisure operates more than 50 holiday sites in Great
Britain in the form of holiday parks, family entertainment resorts and hotels and is a significant contributor
to the national tourist economy, as well as local visitor economies. In South Lakeland, the company operates
Lakeland Leisure Park, Grange-over-Sands.

Policy DM18
The stated purpose of draft Policy DM18 is:

“To support proposals for tourist accommodation that are located in appropriate locations and are of an
appropriate scale and design, to ensure that proposals will not have a detrimental impact on their
surroundings.”

Bourne Leisure continues to endorse the Council’s overall approach to tourist accommodation, as set out in
this revised policy, in terms of it encouraging appropriate tourism development - including the extension of
existing sites and recognising that there is an evolving visitor demand for different types of tourist
accommodation (including chalets and log cabins}. The supporting text to draft Policy DM18 rightly
acknowledges that there is particular development pressure for extensions to existing sites and in some
instances, to replace static caravans with chalets or log cabins.
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In respect of the policy element which relates to “Caravans and Camping - Extensions and intensifications on
existing sites”, we acknowledge the proposed amendment made to criterion c} below, from the previous draft
version:

“All proposals for both new sifes and extensions to, and intensifications within existing sites, shall:

¢) be capable of being effectively screened by landform, trees or planting. Additional effective landscaping
may be needed to supplement proposals and to minimise/ avoid harmful landscape impacts.”

With reference to proposed criterion f} for all proposals, which states that they shall ‘protect and enhance
biodiversity assets’, Bourne Leisure considers that it should be redrafted to fully reflect the approach taken
to sustainable development in national policy in the National Planning Policy Framework [‘the Framework’].
Councils should take a balanced, pragmatic approach with regard to development proposals that have the
potential to affect biodiversity. There should be a balancing exercise undertaken, between protecting
biodiversity assets, and permitting development that presents tangible economic, social and environmental
benefits. Criterion f} as currently drafted does not recognise that, in some cases, development that might
affect such assets may be acceptable, subject to the provision of appropriate mitigation and/ or compensatory
measures. Bourne Leisure notes that specific developments also have the potential to generate net gain in
biodiversity value through habitat creation e.g. holiday park development proposals have the potential to
improve the layout and landscaping of the Park in question — which in turn can provide new habitats and a
net gain in biodiversity value.

This revised approach if incorporated into planning policy would be suitable for protecting and enhancing
the local landscape and ecology, whilst not as a consequence jeopardising opportunities for development by
placing unreascnable demands on proposals that could otherwise reinforce the strength of the local and
wider economy.

It is therefore suggested that criterion f) should be redrafted as follows:

“protect and enthance biodiversity assets where feasible, or seek to provide appropriate mitigation
or compensatory measures; and,” (additions to the criterion are highlighted)

Subject to these suggested amendments to criterion f} of the draft policy, it is considered that the policy
would be broadly consistent with the Framework, which supports sustainable rural tourism and leisure
developments that benefit businesses in rural areas, communities and visitors and which respects the
character of the countryside. The Framework supports the provision and expansion of visitor
accommodation in appropriate locations where identified needs are not met by existing provision in
established settlements.

To summiarise, it is considered that with the above referred-to amendment to criterion f}, draft Policy DM18
would provide sufficient flexibility for operators generally, and for Bourne Leisure to consolidate and
potentially further enhance and expand operations at Lakeland Leisure Park in the future.

Please do not hesitate to contact my colleague Nathan Matta or me, should you require any clarification of
the points made. We would also be grateful if you would continue to keep us informed of progress on the
development of all emerging planning policy for South Lakeland (including the launch of future
consultations).
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Yours faithfully,

Brendan O'Donovan
Planner

Copy: Bourne Leisure Lid.

PE 343
14372072v1



	lICHFIELDS_Page_1
	lICHFIELDS_Page_2
	lICHFIELDS_Page_3

