
 

ALLOCATION OF LAND CONSULTATION DOCUMENT – ARNSIDE 

 

The following comments are made on behalf of Arnside Village Society. 

 

1. We question the basic premise that Arnside should have, or needs,  the number of houses 

suggested, and would want to know how these figures were arrived at, and whether they 

were fully audited by properly qualified and experienced independent auditors. 

 

2. The reason we think that this starting point is flawed is contained in your own comments in 

the Arnside fact-file, namely that there is little employment here and almost no provision to 

change that.   There is no logic at all in building low-cost housing miles from employment 

opportunities. Arnside is not suitable for an increase in industry.   The road from Milnthorpe 

is already inadequate for current traffic and is subject to regular flooding, and is actually a 

four-mile cul-de-sac.   The bus service is very poor and also expensive, and the train service 

cannot go to Kendal. 

 

3. Affordable housing has been tried before,  and except for the small infill development on 

Briery Bank has not worked.   The bigger development at The Meadows has a high 

proportion of weekend and holiday homes because, as we understand it, there were 

insufficient buyers locally. 

 

4.    Large areas turned into big developments are neither justifiable nor in keeping with the 

village.   Infilling of small plots dotted around the village, and the use of the brownfield sites 

available would provide the number of new homes appropriate to the village, and would 

have minimal effect on the general atmosphere and ambience.   It is worth pointing out that 

in fact many young people brought up here would prefer to live in a larger population centre 

with more entertainment facilities.   For other than affordable housing there is always a 

steady turnover of the existing housing stock.   We beg you not to leap into covering large 

areas of our precious open areas with houses built at too high density for their surroundings. 

 

5. There is particular dismay at the proposed building of 42 houses on plot R81, the Common, 

all in phase 1 because builders already own the land.   This open space has been dismissed 

as trivial, but to those passing regularly, and those using the footpath on the south side it is a 

delight.   It has variable farming use throughout the year, and the aforesaid footpath is 

probably the most used in the village, particularly by visitors on their way to the Knott. 

Driving a road through it from between the High Knott Road and the Inglemere junctions 

would mean three junctions within a hundred and fifty metres, and the development itself 

would put extra pressure on the already hazardous junctions of Redhills Road and Orchard 

road at Avery's store. 

 

6. Arnside does not have the infrastructure to absorb these large numbers of extra houses.   We 

do not have the roads, nor the transport, car-parking, nor the employment, and furthermore it 

is just not common sense.   Remember joined-up thinking?   Whatever happened to that, and 

to reducing oil consumption? 

 

7. Finally, our most successful 'industry' is tourism,  and the concreting-over of our precious 

green spaces , and the near gridlock of still more cars would be very damaging.   Please let 

us have a more thoughtful and common-sense approach.       

 

 


