




APPENDIX 2 – LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL APPRAISAL   



LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL APPRAISAL 

Purpose 

This brief assessment considers the site within its established landscape setting and likely 
consequences in terms of the development of the site for residential purposes. An overview 
of the context of development within Storth is provided along with consideration of the 
immediate setting to the site and also broader context. 

Methodology 

In assessing the potential landscape impact regard has to be apid the sensitivity of the site 
and landscape combined with the magnitude of the likely change (according to scale, extent, 
duration of view etc) caused by any development. 

‘Sensitivity’ can be categorised as: 

High – a designated landscape of distinctive character susceptible to small changes; 

Medium – a landscape of moderately valued characteristics reasonably tolerant of 
change; 

Low – unimportant landscape which is tolerant to substantial change. 

‘Magnitude of change’ can be categorised as: 

High – notable change in landscape characteristics over an extensive area of 
intensive change over a small area; 

Medium – moderate change in a localised area; 

Low – virtually imperceptible change in any components of the landscape. 

In assessing the magnitude of any impact, temporary impacts can be quickly repaired or 
removed by suitable planting, for instance, and factored into the design process. If it were to 
take several years to achieve the desired end result and were a pre-requisite then the extent 
of magnitude would remain high. 

Based upon the above thresholds, the significance of any change or impact in landscape 
terms can be broadly identified threefold –  

‘Substantial impact’ – a result of high sensitivity and high magnitude 

‘Moderate impact’ – a product of either medium sensitivity and magnitude/low 
sensitivity and high magnitude/high sensitivity with medium or low magnitude 

‘Slight impact’ – a product of low sensitivity and low magnitude 

The Context 

 Broad Landscape setting 

Storth is characterised by sporadic historic development to the south of the (now 
abandoned) coastal railway line with a notable degree of post war development which has 
consolidated the settlement in largely linear form - focussed upon Storth Road which runs 
the full length of the settlement.  



 



 

 

 

 



Sandside/Park Road (B5282) separates the settlement from the coast and results in Storth 
being effectively bypassed on any approach between Milnthorpe and Arnside, with the 
overriding perception of Storth being commercial/industrial development (Shoreline Business 
Park) and modern apartment development to the north with a mix of older stone dwellings 
and bungalows further south taking advantage of the outlook across the bay. Further south 
along the B5282 a woodland setting prevails – a predominant landscape feature - which 
notably also forms the main setting to the east of Storth in the form of a continuous 
woodland belt (Woodland at Haverbrack Bank) which occupies higher land as the 
topography changes away from the shoreline. Equally, an approach to the south upon 
Cockshot Lane forms a visual end to Storth with undulating paddock land beyond and 
intervening woodland.  

Storth effectively sits within this wooded context with parcels of open (unimproved) paddock 
land to the north east only largely perceptible within a more immediate context when 
approaching along Quarry Lane and, to a lesser degree, Yans lane. 

In general terms, the broader landscape setting surrounding Storth and its immediate 
confines can be categorised as being of ‘high sensitivity’. 

 Local landscape setting 

At a more localised level, the site itself extends to 0.5ha of open paddock/grazing land 
positioned adjacent to the centre of the settlement and forms the low lying southern part of a 
series of open land parcels to the north of Yans Lane.  

The site is contained on two sides by built development and a third by non-agricultural land 
(village playing fields) which itself is encircled and contained by residential development 
upon Shaw Lane providing views towards the site albeit at some distance across open land 
and with a wider backdrop of built development. The northern boundary of the site is not 
defined at present, but wider field boundaries prevail in the form of planted hedgerows. Yans 
Lane itself is a single width road and thoroughfare bounded by stone walls which cuts across 
a swathe of open land which extends to include the playing fields. Boundaries to domestic 
gardens are also largely stone walls which provide a hard edge to the built up confines of 
Storth with dwellings visually dominant in this immediate context reconfirming the presence 
of the site in a location closely associated with the developed settlement. This visual 
association is deemed important despite the general openness of the wider area. 

The contained nature of the site diminishes any potential significant visual impact beyond the 
immediate context in this regard. 

In terms of identifying sensitive vantage points: 

Shaw Lane/Playing Fields- this is a main aspect, across the playing fields towards the 
north, with most views of the site in this respect (from Shaw Lane) being softened by; 

 the general extent of open playing fields to the foreground  
 built development at higher level to the east and west containing this open land  
 development in the background (east of Storth Road) and  
 the walled boundary along Yans Lane 

all of which would form the expansive setting to the site.  

This wide aspect would soften the visual impact of any development that may interrupt the 
open swathe of land in this locality – an appropriate detailed design and site layout could 
maintain a visual link between the playing fields and open land beyond given prevailing 
topography and ability for any development to be visually permeable in this respect.  



 

Shaw Lane – view across playing fields and site towards The Old Myse 

 

Shaw Lane – looking north across the playing fields and to the site (The Old Myse to the left 
of the picture) 



 

Shaw Lane – looking north across the playing fields and the site (enclave of development at 
the Yans Lane/Shaw Lane junction to the left of the picture) 

 

Yans Lane – views afforded on the western/eastern approach along Yans Lane provide a 
differing perception of the site. Travelling east from Storth Road, the openness of the site is 
a notable feature and of most significance; albeit for a short section once past The Old Myse 
where views across the site open out to the distance. Travelling west from the junction with 
Shaw Lane, the openness of the approach after the constrained development tight to the 
roadside is again an element but not as substantive as read against a backdrop of built 
development (properties upon Old Myse and Strorth Road). It must be appreciated that 
these impacts are immediate to the site and a consequence of the development of any 
Greenfield site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Yans Lane – approach from the west (opposite The Old Myse) 

 

Yans Lane – approach from the east (The Old Myse in the background) 

 

 



 

Yans Lane – approach from the east 

Quarry Lane – any aspect towards the site is at distance and is strongly influenced by the 
backdrop of existing built development within which the site is set. Also, public vantage 
points here are fleeting and interspersed with landscape features such as boundary hedges 
and trees which interrupt any clear view, notwithstanding the topography of the undulating 
paddock land in this locality. 

 

Quarry Lane - looking south towards the site 



Storth Road – there are no clear public vantage points from Storth Road, only aspects from 
private garden areas, and limited to a few properties in this regard. 

Woodland at Haverbrack Bank – beyond the junction of Troughs Lane and Yans Lane, 
within the woodland to the north, any aspect onto the site is very limited and at a distance 
and again against a context of built development. 

In general terms, the site and immediate surroundings can be categorised as being of 
‘medium sensitivity’ with development of the site giving rise to a ‘medium magnitude’ of 
change. 

Conclusions 

It must be appreciated that given the overriding setting of Storth, and the close juxtaposition 
between built development and the surrounding open countryside, an assessment of any 
site will give rise to a potential impact in landscape and visual terms. 

The wider area is one of notable character (reflected in the landscape designation) and the 
necessity to accommodate development upon a Greenfield site is a matter of 
reducing/mitigating any harm as opposed to landscape restoration through redevelopment. 

A key consideration will be the ability to enable organic growth which includes and respects 
the landscape setting as opposed to arbitrary expansion of the built up confines of the 
settlement. In this respect the site is contained by development, near to the heart of the 
settlement (and so not an arbitrary addition) and is of limited scale and size so change would 
not be substantive in broader terms. It relates well to the existing developed area of Storth 
with no inherent features that would be harmed by appropriate development. 

The site constitutes a logical extension to the built up area with the ability to mitigate any 
landscape impact by means of site layout, peripheral planting and high quality design so as 
to be suitably integrated with (as opposed to being supplanted into) the prevailing landscape 
context. 

It is considered that the site fairs well compared to the more expansive sites considered (and 
discounted) by the local authority and that indicated in the Allocations DPD upon Quarry 
Lane. 

The general visual and landscape impact of the development site is ‘moderate’ as a 
consequence of the above considerations. 
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